
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

So called “reality” TV shows 

like "The Apprentice", can provide 

inspiration for entrepreneurial 

hopefuls like Jason. At 16, he 

appeared on "Shark Tank" -- a 

program which offers people the 

chance to pitch for funding from 

industry tycoons. "My greatest 

achievement has to be when I 

successfully completed a venture 

capital deal with investor Mark 

Cuban [on the show]", he muses. 

"I finally found a channel to 

demonstrate to America that anyone 

can start their own business as long 

as they pursue their passions with 

tenacity and confidence." 

But juggling the pressures of the 

business world with school life can 

be a challenge, as Lily found after 

BLAMtastic formed. "Being a 

teenager, student and entrepreneur is 

no easy task," she says. "I can't even 

express how many school 

assignments I've done at the airport 

or how many absence forms I've had 

to submit to school." 

"My biggest challenge is 

scheduling travel to tradeshows, 

interviews and special events so that 

it doesn't interfere with my school 

work," Madison empathises. "This is 

an ongoing challenge to find the 

right balance between my business, 

my studies and my school activities." 

Taylor Dow took a different 

approach, deciding to leave formal 

education in order to focus on his 

detox aid, Body Tea, full time. 

"School isn't for everyone, and it 

wasn't for me. I left as my passion 

and time was best spent in business." 

Jason's promised to take more of 

a backseat role within his company 

since going to college, but things are 

still going from strength to strength, 

with iReTron's first million dollars in 

profit slated for the coming months. 

His success has also turned him into 

something of a local celebrity. "I have 

been recognized multiple times," Jason 

says, "and it feels quite weird for 

strangers to come up to me and ask 

whether I have been on TV, or if I was 

the one who started a business in high 

school. I definitely hope I've made 

enough of an impression for other 

students to see that entrepreneurship can 

be for anyone." 

Lily has also become something of a 

poster girl for youngsters in search of 

business tips. "We receive calls 

constantly from people who say that 

they have ideas for businesses, but they 

do not know how to get started," she 

says. 

But not everybody in the cut throat 

world of business responded so 

positively to these young minds, with 

challenges strewn across the path to 

success. "We hired a CEO who we 

thought to be the ideal candidate, but he 

promptly declared our company, "too 

small" and "a waste of his time" before 

resigning," Lily recalls. "We moped 

around for days, and we truly had to 

examine whether our company was 

worth pursuing any further. If a 

successful CEO declared our company 

unworthy, did that mean it was true?" 

Taylor also experienced a series of 

challenges along the way, but rather 

than thinking "too small," his issue 

arose after copycats took a shine to his 

product. "It was annoying to see 

people try and copy [Body Tea] with a 

lack of passion and distort the 

industry," he reflects. "Many see it as 

a good way to make a quick dollar 

rather than wanting to help people 

achieve their goals. [For me], the 

money side of things was just a bonus 

for my hard work and a product that 

did work." 

While many are keen to dismiss 

teen entrepreneurs on account of their 

age, for Jason, it finally became a 

factor of which to be proud, rather 

than embarrassed. "Embracing the fact 

that I was still a high school student 

would ultimately prove to be 

beneficial," he says. 

"In the end, the challenge wasn't 

about convincing other people that I, 

at age 14, was worthy of the business 

world. Instead, it was convincing 

myself that 14-year- old me has 

nothing to lose in the business world." 

And with entrepreneurial minds 

like these, the business world of 

tomorrow looks a whole lot brighter. 

 
Source:  Charlotte Lytton, CNN, Dec. 11, 2014 

http://www.cnn.com/ 

 

22 Fun Business Ideas for Teen Entrepreneurs 
 

1. Dog Walking 

2. Websites 

3. Paper Routes 

4. Crafts & Jewelry 

5. Babysit 

6. Car Wash 

7. Snow Shoveling 

8. Garage Sale 

9. Desktop Publishing 

10. Videographer 

11. Recycling 

12. Tutor Young Children 
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13. Computer Repair 

14. Gift Wrapping Service 

15. Pet Sitting 

16. Social Marketing 

17. Cookie Baker 

18. Devise Set-Up 

19. Personal Services 

20. Poop Handler (pets) 

21. Companion for Elderly 

22. Party Clown 
 

What else can you think of? 

http://www.cnn.com/

