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Lesson 17 Worksheet: Intellectual Property 101

This Worksheet will help you understand the basics of intellectual property law, and give
you some fundamental principles for protecting your own rights and avoiding infringing
other people’s rights.

As with the lesson, the information in this worksheet is provided for educational purposes,
but you should always consult a legal professional for important decisions relating to
intellectual property law.

Part I – Intellectual Property Quiz

Complete the quiz and check your answers before going on to parts II and III of the
worksheet. Answers to questions are on page 4.

1. How can you make sure that your work is eligible for copyright protection?

A. You don’t need to do anything, as copyright protection is automatic.

B. Register the copyright with your national intellectual property agency.

C. Post a copy of the work to yourself in a sealed envelope.

2. Can you use the same trademark name as someone else?

A. No.

B. Yes, as long as you are not trading in the same industry.

C. Yes, as long as you have a different logo.
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3. What does copyright protect?

A. Original ideas.

B. The expression of ideas in specific concrete form.

C. Ideas and their expression.

4. What are the three qualities of an invention that are traditionally used to evaluate
whether a patent can be granted?

5. Which of these are eligible for copyright protection?

A. A song lyric

B. A feature film

C. An idea for a screenplay

D. A novel

E. An engine that runs on water

F. An instruction manual for assembling flat pack furniture

G. Software code

H. An idea for a game show

6. Which of these qualifies as fair use under US copyright law?

A. Quoting a brief excerpt in the context of a positive review.

B. Quoting a brief excerpt in the context of a highly negative review.

C. Reproducing an entire work in a non-commercial context (e.g. on on a personal
blog where the content is freely available).

D. Reproducing an entire work in an exclusive context (e.g. reproducing an article in a
subscribers only e-mail newsletter, or an image on a slide for a training event for
paying customers only).
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7. You have invented a new type of digital music player. How can you get a patent for
it?

A. You don’t need to do anything – patent protection is automatic.

B. By writing ‘Patent pending’  after the name of the invention.

C. By applying for a patent from your national patent office.

8. What do you need to do to gain legal protection for your trademark?

A. Register it and use it in business.

B. Use it in business.

C. Nothing, protection is automatic as soon as you record it.

9. Which of these are reliable sources of images you can use legally on your website?
(You can choose more than one.)

A. Google image search

B. Wikipedia

C. Flickr.com

D. Creative Commons

E. iStockphoto.com

F. Photographers’ websites or portfolios




