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E m a i l   Y o u r   R i g h t s ! 

T h e   1
st  

 T e n   A m e n d m e n t s 

o f  t h e   U S   C o n s t I t u t I o n 

Being able to identify the inalienable rights granted 

to all Americans is the first-step in understanding 

law.  Please remember – our legal system has  

evolved from England.  It is based on case law  

(previous decisions) that go back hundreds of years. 

Some of the legal decisions still used today, called “precedence” go back BEFORE the founding of this 

nation.  Many other rights that create the rule-of-law go back to the Constitution of the United States.  

The first 10 Amendments define our inalienable rights – but remember – no one is granted the right 

stop anyone else from exercising their inalienable rights.   

Let’s review the Bill of Rights (The 1st Ten Amendments of the U.S. Constitution by reading the 

language used and paraphrasing each in our own words.  For this assignment, paraphrasing the 

formal language in each amendment in simple language is best.  Please send Mr. B and enumerated 

list of statements (1-10) that shows you understand and can apply each inalienable right, in order, 

granted by the U.S. Constitution. 

1. First Amendment:  Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or 

the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of 

grievances. 

 
2. Second Amendment:  A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free 

State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. 

 
3. Third Amendment:  No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without 

the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 

 
4. Fourth Amendment:  The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, 

and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no 

Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and 

particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 

 
5. Fifth Amendment:  No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous 

crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the 

land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; 

nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or 

limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be 

deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be 

taken for public use, without just compensation. 
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6. Sixth Amendment:  In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a 

speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall 

have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be 

informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses 

against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the 

Assistance of Counsel for his defense. 

 

7. Seventh Amendment:  In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed 

twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be 

otherwise re-examined in any court of the United States, than according to the rules of the 

common law. 

 
8. Eight Amendment:  Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor 

cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

 
9. Ninth Amendment:  The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be 

construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people. 

 
10. Tenth Amendment:  The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor 

prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people. 

 
 

 

 

 

[Business Insider, Aug 12, 2013]  There are commas in the second amendment and the Supreme Court 

of the United States has rules that they clarify the meaning of what the Second Amendment was 

intended to present.  It literally says,  "A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free 

State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed." 
 

That little, red comma caused the Supreme Court to strike down D.C.'s ban on handguns, the country's 

strictest gun control law to date.  Before the Supreme Court heard the case, the D.C. circuit court of 

appeals nixed the ban, too. "According to the court, the second comma divides the amendment into two 

clauses: one 'prefatory' and the other 'operative.' On this reading, the bit about a well-regulated militia is 

just preliminary throat clearing; the framers don’t really get down to business until they start talking 

about 'the right of the people ... shall not be infringed,'" The New York Times reported.  
 

Gun control proponents argue the founders used commas more frequently than common English today, 

Ross Guberman wrote in his legal writing blog. Some historians even claim that many states ratified a 

version of the Second Amendment with only two commas, not three.  
 

The extra commas don't mean much in that context, the argument goes.  Anti-gun academics have also 

argued the framers really meant "A well regulated militia ... shall not be infringed," the Times said. 

Phrases surrounded by commas can often be left out of a sentence without damaging the meaning. 
 

Regardless of the grammatical volleying, the Supreme Court upheld the D.C. court's decision in 2008, 

invalidating the gun law. The high court invoked the same grammar logic as the appeals court.  "The 

Amendment's prefatory clause announced a purpose, but does not limit or expand the scope of the 

second part, the operative clause. The operative clause's text and history demonstrate that it connotes an 

individual right to keep and bear arms," Justice Antonin Scalia wrote in the majority. 

Commas Matter! 
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